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Hello mini friends,
I hope everyone is well, wearing masks, washing hands frequently,
distancing, and staying home as much as possible. In this trying time of
political chaos, virus and isolation I am so grateful for the wonderful world
of minis. I spend more and more time in the land of make-believe
imagining who will live here and what will they do in these rooms.
Other times are spent going through my stashes finding wonderful things I
had forgotten all about, or reading back (and way back) issues of miniature
magazines with projects I had planned to do some day - and that day is
now- at least for some of them.
Several of the clubs in both Maryland and Virginia have been meeting via
ZOOM to stay connected and our group includes friends from Arizona,
California, Colorado, and Pennsylvania which adds variety to the chat. It is
always fun to get new ideas and learn something different.
Upcoming Events:
Late April - early May 2021: Miniature Yard Sale
Westminster, Maryland
April 9 - 11 2021
Come Fly With Me - Portland, OR
July 20 - 26 2021
From Sea to Shining Sea - Providence, RI
February 17 - 22 2022
On-line Houseparty: Splintered Fairytales
July 2022
Winter Wonderland - Indianapolis, IN
******Don’t Forget to Mark Calendar******
Wishing You All Happy Holidays
Nancy

Region E-1 Web Page
http://www.nameregione1.org/
NAME Web Page:
www.miniatures.org
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FROM MARYLAND STATE REP

The Friday Conundrums Meetings have had to go to Zoom due to the pandemic. We meet
every Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. EST with myself, Mandi Burt, Maryland State
Representative, as designated host. We work on individual projects and discuss miniatures
and other issues mainly related to our miniatures. We have had two outings to Maggie’s
Restaurant for lunch where we observed social distancing and ate outside. Our last outdoor
adventure was on September 25, 20202. I think it is now turning too chilly to brave outdoor seating for most of us.
We met via Zoom for our annual NAME DAY event on October 4, 2020. I happened to be in Nags Head, NC and hosted
the event from there from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. We made ½ scale or ¼ scale sink bases and wall cupboards.
We have expanded our small group of Maryland Zoom group. We started with six and are up to 13 currently, as we have
extended our reach across the country on our Zoom meetings to former members. If you wish to be added to the Zoom
meeting, just send me an email and I will send you the link and the password. I think the more the merrier, even if
sometimes it means I have to put myself on mute for a minute. It has become a welcome end to my week and much
looked forward to by all the miniaturists who participate. I intend to continue to host and expand the meetings as long
as this current state of affairs lasts. Hopefully, we will be able to meet again in person and have actual sales events in the
near future.
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Maryland Club Reports
Maryland Miniatures Unlimited (MMU)
The Quarantine Trailer and Maryland Miniatures Unlimited
By Martha Hendrickson
Maryland Miniatures Unlimited normally meets every third Saturday from September to June. With everything
closing and for safety, we did not meet in March 2020. Since then we have been having our scheduled meetings on Zoom.
As president of our club, I wanted to keep projects going, one of which was an inch scale Travel Trailer kit from
Greenleaf. We are planning a future show in which we will have a trailer park. The members that started on this project were
helping each other in the meetings. We were in staying at home but I wanted to the project going. In order to get past a
decision point about décor, I decided to use my smart phone to video the steps in my progress including my thought process in
my decision making to share with the group. I posted them to our public Face book page Maryland Miniatures Unlimited
(https://www.facebook.com/pg/marylandminiaturesunlimiited/videos/). To my surprise, I found that many other people were
following the videos. Before I knew it, I was finished the project! I decided to name the project the Quarantine Trailer for two
reasons; one, I was in quarantine and Two, In honor health care workers some of which were self quarantining in trailers to
keep their families safe. Our club is continuing to meet on zoom where we encourage each other in our individual projects of
various types and scales. We are still looking forward to having a show sometime. It is great to see everyone safely virtually.

Maryland Miniatures Unlimited met for the third time on Zoom this year. This time for our October meeting, I
am glad to say that as more members get accustomed to zoom, we have more members attending. We were
thrilled to see Nancy Martin who had moved to Colorado. Her joining us would not have been possible without
Zoom! We had fun sharing tips on projects, showing a few that we had finished and showing kits we plan to
make. We hope to get greater attendance
on our November meeting to share our
minis. On Zoom!
Club Members (Top Left to right) Peggy
Stryjewski, Martha Hendrickson, Jean
Brown, Bottom row, Pat Lazaro, Carol
Ann Frost, Lauren Holly-Allen, Nancy
Martin (bottom)
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Time Apartment Completed by Martha Hendrickson shown on Zoom share.

Sewing room completed by Carol Ann
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Friday Conundrums and Miniature Enthusiasts of Westminster (MEOW)
The Quarantine Trailer and Maryland Miniatures Unlimited
By Mary Myers
The Friday Conundrums and MEOW have joined clubs and have been Zooming on Fridays. We had thirteen folks last
Friday; in addition to our membership, we had Helen S. in Arizona, Nancy M. in Colorado, guests Carol Ann F and Ann
Marie R, and most special a new member, Christina S. Christina is newish to miniatures and enthusiastic; I hope we can
meet her in person in the near future. Most of us finished up our grandfather clocks that were displayed in the last edition
of the Tiny Tattler. Several of us have a cup and saucer decorated with holly and are challenging ourselves to finished
them for Christmas. Many of the members were working on NAME day kits and offered each other encouragement and
tips as we worked. I have been working on Volker Arnold kits and just recently finished the Micro Toy Cabinet. I finished
it as I remember the German Christmas markets. I went on two of those trips with Molly Cromwell and one with my West
Coast miniaturist friend, Julie J. I hope someday we can all travel again.
If you have not checked out the NAME site, I encourage you to do so. They are making an effort to offer us some options
to meeting in person. They currently were having an on-line garage sale, a raffle, an auction and several kits for sale. I'm
not sure what will be available when you get this newsletter but take a look.
Editor’s note: The new NAME site is create.miniatures.org
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Wee Friends Zoom Meeting
Held on Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2020
The Wee Friends
miniature club had so
much fun creating
teddy bears with pipe
cleaners and chenille
stems at our latest
meeting. Kirsten
Enzinger lead the
virtual meeting.
Supplies were mailed
ahead of time and
great teddy bear fun
was had by all.

Katie Goldfarb

Class Samples

Feel the
Teddy
bear Love

Our bears came in all shapes and sizes and will be a great addition to many miniature
scenes.
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FROM VIRGINIA STATE REPS

Over the last few months, we have settled into routines a little more. Some clubs are meeting online, and a two can
meet in person on a limited scale. Mt Vernon held NAME Day online that I attended with my husband. The club
presidents are contacting each other and encouraging people that are not in clubs to contact the clubs that are closest
to them. It is good to see so much cooperation.
I hope everyone stays safe and takes advantage of the extra time we all have to work on miniatures. Have the best
holidays you can safely.

Virginia Club Reports
Peninsula Heritage Miniature Society
We did not do a NAME Day as such, but at our October meeting some of us did the NAME Day kits. Our small,
socially distanced meetings are working pretty well. When I looked at our meeting pictures they looked so much
like the last ones (because we all sat in the same spots as the last meeting) so I am not adding any PHMS pictures.
In the last few days the Governor set new requirements so I do not know what will happen to our meetings.

Mount Vernon Miniatures Club

News from Mt Vernon Miniatures in Alexandria, VA
Zoom Meetings—Our club has been meeting weekly via Zoom. We have had participation from members who
moved away years ago to Wyoming, Texas, and Florida. A new member who never made it to an in-person
meeting before the pandemic struck has been joining our regular Zoom meetings. Great fun for everyone and
we’ve been able to stay in touch and see everyone’s work space and their many projects that are too big to bring
to an in-person meeting.
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Special Guest Presentation—In August we had a fabulous presentation via Zoom by Laura Busse Dolan and
Stephanie Winters of Applied Imagination-- http://appliedimagination.co/#welcome —a nationallyrecognized, award-winning crew of artisans producing original miniature exhibits from natural materials. Their
exhibits have been on display at the U.S. Botanic Garden in Washington, D.C., the Biltmore Estate in North
Carolina, the Chicago Botanic Garden, and may other locations. They showed details of how the exhibits are
designed and constructed and answered our many questions about their fabulous work.

NAME Day—We celebrated NAME Day this year via Zoom. Thirteen members from across the
country participated and several completed their kits. We got to see snow falling in Wyoming
and a new member joined our club on NAME Day.

Departed Member -- We are sad to report that our former member Karrie Mead lost her
courageous battle with cancer. Karrie and husband Dale were enthusiastic members of our
club before moving to North Carolina. We were delighted to visit with Karrie last fall at the
Philadelphia Miniature Show.
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Virginia Miniature Enthusiasts
Virginia Miniature Enthusiasts by Linda LaBelle - COVID Creations
VME just recently started having monthly meetings again with limited attendance and applying social
distancing rules. The club has not had a regular meeting since the beginning of March, but that didn't stop our
members from continuing to use their extensive talents to creative some terrific projects over the summer.
Here are just some of the imaginative and inspired works of art! And also, check out the Nov/Dec 2020 issue of
the Miniature Gazette. Three of our members, Kathi Bird, James Opher and Suzanne Spooner-Munch, had their
projects included in the issue - one even making the cover!
Nancy Burton spent her time making miniature trees with her Mom. She also dressed a couple of beds using her
grandmother's tatted lace. She also worked on updating one of her dollhouses.

Kathi Bird created a Bargain Shoppers Closet to honor her friend. She also worked on making Mardi Gras
masks and topiaries out of magnolia seed pods! Her beautiful Hotel Lobby was featured on the cover of the
latest MG!

Kathy Opdycke spend her summer recreating memorable places - a copy of her friend's hair salon and an
interpretation of Lake Como in Italy in a faux book! She also created a display of her niece's front door as a
Christmas present

.
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James Opher, who can create something out of anything, did his own KFC (they thought he was casing the
place because he went there so much!). His version of The Titanic Lobby was so detailed. His latest creation
was a fashion shop named after his daughter, "Le Marie". His Barber/Beauty Shop is one of the featured articles
in the MG.

Linda LaBelle found that the kits from Amazon were the perfect quarantine project, since you didn't have to go
buy anything. Blue Attic, Attic Dreams and the English Tea & Cake shop were the latest she has completed.
She also did a tribute project called Jolly's Cozy Corner in honor of one of our members who passed away this
year.

Pictures never do justice to these wonderful displays, but we didn't want to miss the opportunity to share our
fellow members talents.
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Shops and Dealers

MARYLAND
A Little Something Special
(Inside Valley Antiques & Uniques)
108 E. Baltimore St.
Funkstown MD 21734
Open Mon-Sat 10-5; Sun 12-5. 301-991-3069
www.facebook.com/ALittleSomethingSpecialMD

Forever Friends
2105 Bishops Castle Drive
Olney, Maryland 20832
301-774-3037
By appointment only due to Covid
http://foreverfriendsminis.com
Frizellburg Antique Shop
(Specializing in antique dollhouses, dolls &
furnishings)
10909 Old Taneytown Road
Westminster, MD 21158
410-848-0664
https://www.facebook.com/Frizellburgantiques/
Gibby's Doll House Shop
241 East Green Street
Westminster, Maryland 21157
410-840-3408 / 888-716-7493
https://www.facebook.com/Gibbys-DollhouseShoppe-813915115306164/
Granny's Little Things
2711 Egret Way
Frederick, MD 21701
301-299-7310
yagrannytwo@gmail.com
http://grannys-minis.com/
Itsy Bitsy Mini
611 Tony Tank Lane
Salisbury MD 21801
347-524-9569
www.itsybitsymini.com

Sue Ann Ketchum
Handcrafted Miniatures, Furniture & Accessories
10308 Buckmeadow Lane
Damascus, MD 20872
301-253-5664 – Hours by Appointment
sheltielover30@hotmail.com
Virtual Dollhouse, The Store
5137 Hoffmanville Road
Millers, Maryland 21102-2234
410-239-2377 - Hours by appointment
http://www.virtualdollhouse.net

VIRGINIA
Happily Ever After
20609 Gordon Park Square, Suite 110
Ashburn, Virginia 20147
703-777-7869
Toll Free 866-253-7065
www.happily-ever-after.biz
Lilliput's Dollhouse Shop
Closed
Tammy's Heirlooms
(703) 626-0456
info@tammysheirlooms.com
http://www.tammysheirlooms.com
Ware House Miniatures
16 West Beverley Street
Staunton, Virginia 24401
Open limited hours-Call ahead
540-688-2920
https://www.warehouseminiatures.com

Stitches in Miniature
Janet Patacca
410-323-7975
http://www.stitchesinminiature.com/
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Newsletter Submission Deadlines:
The Tiny Tattler will be published quarterly.
Articles & photos for the issues are due as follows:
Spring – on or before February 1, with the
publication to appear by February 15

Disclaimer:
Information and opinions contained in the Tiny
Tattler do not necessarily reflect the views of the
National Association of Miniature Enthusiasts
(NAME) or its regions. The facts as presented in
each article are verified insofar as possible, but any
opinions are strictly those of the individual authors.

Summer – on or before May 1, with the
publication to appear by May 15
Fall – on or before August 1, with the
publication to appear by August 15
Winter – on or before November 1, with the
publication to appear by November 15.

Upcoming Events:
Late April - early May 2021: Miniature Yard Sale
Westminster, Maryland
April 9 - 11 2021
Come Fly With Me - Portland, OR
July 20 - 26 2021
From Sea to Shining Sea - Providence, RI
February 17 - 22 2022
On-line Houseparty: Splintered Fairytales
July 2022
Winter Wonderland - Indianapolis, IN
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